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Teacher’s Guide: Young Ray Hicks Learns the Jack Tales – Grades 4-8
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Themes

Life in the Appalachian Mountains During the 1930s

· What was the Great Depression?

· Why was it hard for the Hicks family to get money?

· Why was it important for the crops they planted to do well?

· How was Ray’s life different from yours? 

· Write a paper comparing life in your class compared to Ray’s school experiences.

[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]



[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]Lynn S al S1 For more information, visit www.lsalsi.com.





[image: image3.jpg]



Teacher’s Guide: Young Ray Hicks Learns the Jack Tales
By: Lynn Salsi

Illustrations: James Young
Using the Book for Reading Across the Curriculum

and

Writing Across the Curriculum
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Science:

1. What part does weather play in growing crops?

2. Grow a seed in a small pot. Keep a chart to record its growth. Have half the class consult an almanac every day for a week. Have the other half of the class watch a daily weather report asking them to take notes and notice the predictions for three or four days ahead. Have the two groups compare the predictions each day. 
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Tradition/Heritage





Storytelling is a family tradition. 


How do you know this? 


What kind of relationship does Ray have with his grandfather? 


Tell about something you have learned from a grandparent, older relative, or older neighbor. Have they taught you anything that will help you in life? 


Make a list of your family traditions. 


Share a recipe from a family celebration.





Imagination  





The Hicks children had to make up games. 


Create a game using dried beans. (For instance: checkers.)


Make a list of things you could do inside if you couldn’t get to school for a week because of snow.
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Ray Hicks getting ready to tell a story





Language Arts:





Write a story about an event in your life. Tell about the time you planted a garden, helped cook a meal, or helped take care of a younger brother or sister.


Do you have a special treasure that is something you’ve found, like a seashell, rock, or leaf? What if those were the only things you owned?








�Ray hunted spikes near Tom’s Knob





Determination





How was Ray determined? 


Did it help him win?


How can determination help you in school?
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Theatre Arts:





Read a Story-A-Month at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lsalsi.com" ��www.lsalsi.com� and then retell it your way. 


Assign parts and turn it into a reader’s theater project. 


Share an original story you learn from your family.
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Snowy Hillside - Part of Ray’s view� when he was walking to and from school





Music:





When Ray’s family played instruments and sang on the front porch, the children made their own instruments, sang along, or danced.





Listen to old mountain music. 


Accompany the recording by playing a paper bag or by using two paper plates or spoons.








History and Geography:





Ray grew up without electricity. He lived by “animal time” – up at dawn, in bed at dark. 





Tell how different your day would be if you had to go to bed at dark and get up at sunrise. 


Ray’s father didn’t have a car until Ray was eight years old. If your family didn’t have a car, you’d have to walk everywhere. 


Draw a map of your neighborhood to show how you would get to your best friend’s house, to the grocery store, and to school.
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This is what the Mast Store looked like�when Ray was a boy.








